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Abstract 
OBJECTIVES: 
To assess the prevalence and correlates of use of conventional and 
novel smokeless tobacco products among a national sample of US 
middle and high school students. 

METHODS: 
Data from the 2011 National Youth Tobacco Survey were analyzed to 
determine national estimates of current use of conventional ("chewing 
tobacco", "snuff," or "dip"), novel ("snus" and "dissolvable tobacco 
products"), and any smokeless tobacco products (novel and/or 
conventional products) within the past 30 days. 

RESULTS: 
The overall prevalence of current use of any smokeless tobacco product 
was 5.6% (n = 960). Among all students, 5.0% used chewing tobacco, 
snuff, or dip; 1.9% used snus; and 0.3% used dissolvable tobacco 
products. Among users of any smokeless tobacco, 64.0% used only 
conventional products, 26.8% were concurrent users of novel plus 
conventional products, whereas 9.2% exclusively used novel products. 
Approximately 72.1% of current any smokeless tobacco users 
concurrently smoked combustible tobacco products, and only 40.1% 
expressed an intention to quit all tobacco use. Regression analyses 
indicated that peer (adjusted odds ratio [aOR]: 9.56; 95% confidence 
interval [CI]: 7.14-12.80) and household (aOR: 3.32; 95% CI: 2.23-4.95) 
smokeless tobacco use were associated with smokeless tobacco use, 
whereas believing that all forms of tobacco are harmful was protective 
(aOR: 0.55; 95% CI: 0.38-0.79). 

CONCLUSIONS: 
Conventional smokeless tobacco products remain the predominant form 
of smokeless tobacco use. Most users of novel smokeless tobacco 
products also concurrently smoked combustible tobacco products. 
Smokeless tobacco use was associated with lower perception of harm 
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from all tobacco products and protobacco social influences, indicating 
the need to change youth perceptions about the use of all tobacco 
products and to engage pediatricians in tobacco use prevention and 
cessation interventions. 
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